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Planting Seeds for the Future... 
Mesa Grande Tribal Gardens 

You may have noticed lots of activity on the Golden Eagle Farm 
lately as grant-funded workers begin preparing the first ten acres 
for planting in the next few weeks. The Band will hold a private 
ceremony on May 19 to bless the land and dedicate the gardens to 
the people of the Mesa Grande community, their Kumeyaay 
ancestors and the generations to come. 

Hot pepper, sweet basil and other 
seedlings planted off-site in March 
are nearly ready for transplant into 
the rich soil of the Golden Eagle. 
Federal funding through the 
A m e r i c a n R e s c u e P l a n i s 
expected to provide additional 
support for garden crews and 
expert specialists in organic 
farming and ethnobotanicals. Two 
more farm-related grants are in 
the works to allow for the purchase of additional 
equipment and supplies for the garden. By the end of 2022, Mesa 
Grande Tribal Gardens will consist of 20 acres in full production of 
organic vegetables, fruits and herbs.

Mesa Grande's  
Top 10 Crop Picks 

Mesa Grande members said 
these are their top ten crop 
choices for the tribal garden:

Watermelons
Broccoli

Cucumbers
Strawberries
Sweet Corn
Bell Peppers
Hot Peppers

Carrots
Tomatoes
Asparagus

And the bottom picks... 
Rutabaga
Rhubarb
Parsnips
Turnips
Leeks

Eggplant 
Red Beets



Contact the BDC 

Now you can reach key BDC 
Board members and staff, or 

leave a message for any 
Board or staff member, using 

one toll-free number:
1-888-685-1496
Or you can fax us at 
1-760-302-6906

BDC Board Members
Board Email:

mgbdc@mesagrandeband-nsn.gov

Keely Linton, President*
Don Chapman, Vice President

Essence Oyos, Secretary*
Eva Trujillo, Member*

Dr. Kate Spilde, Member

*Mesa Grande Tribal Members

BDC Personnel
Marsha Kelly, BDC 

Special Projects Coordinator

Curtis La Chusa, Gen Mgr
Tekamuk Facility Services

One of the most important elements of the Mesa Grande Tribal 
Gardens project is the restoration of traditional Native 
ethnobotanicals in areas suitable for their cultivation on the Golden 
Eagle. Recently the BDC was fortunate to make a giant leap 
forward in that respect with the acquisition of six red willow trees 
from the BranchOut San Diego program, which provides native 
trees free of charge to tribes and disadvantaged communities. 

Red willows provide wildlife 
cover and nesting habitat in 
riparian areas. They serve as 
host plants for several types 
of but terfl ies. They are 
usually found in wet or boggy 
areas, since they thrive in 
wet soil and minimize soil 
erosion near waterways.

Red willow was among the 
most important of Native 

plants, especially for the indigenous people of 
California. The tree provided an essential basket weaving material, 
produced through regular pruning or managed burning. Willow was 
also used for traditional house frames, fences, arrow shafts, and 
medicines. Native healers used the bitter medicinal compound 
they derived from willow bark for pain and fever relief. It contains 
salicylic acid, a key ingredient in today's aspirin.

Traditional basket weaving is enjoying a resurgence among tribes 
that recognize the importance of preserving this vital element of 
California Indian culture and preserving it for future generations. 
Mesa Grande's red willows will be planted in low-lying, boggy 
areas along the western edge of the Golden Eagle, where Native 
basket weavers will be able to access them with tribal permission.

The organic foods and ethnobotanical plants that will soon flourish 
on the Golden Eagle are part of the BDC's long-term vision for 
sustainable development that builds economic prosperity as well 
as physical, environmental and cultural health and well-being.

Restoring the Red Willow 
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